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�� omrades, the heat has broken and it IS time to brew.   I know I brew to replenish my 
dwindling supply of beer after a thirsty summer, and with the winter coming on, it’s 
time for the high gravity beer to age and be enjoyed. As many of you know, beer al-

most always tastes better after a few weeks/months in the keg. 
Sorry I missed the last meeting but heard it was a great time. 

Please be reminded that the KGB forgoes its October meeting so 
we can attend the Dixie Cup October 19-20 at the Crowne Plaza 
off of 290 in Houston. Here’s the website for more information:  

http://dixiecup.crunchyfrog.net 
And let’s not forget that Southern Star, the other brewery in 

Houston area, will hold its annual Oktoberfest October 20. Yes, 
dear comrades, it is the same date as the Dixie Cup.  So choose 
wisely, grasshopper. Or attend both!  There are still tickets avail-
able and can be purchased for $30 per person. As of October 1 
there were 250 tickets left.  There will be a few of us comrades 
attending the Oktoberfest, and staying at the nearby Holiday Inn 
or Hampton Inn (they are next to each). I plan to attend and take 
a taxi to and from the hotel. Yes the hotel is only three miles 
away but better to be safe, Comrades. Of course I can also share a 
ride with anyone who wants. Be the first to contact me for a share 
ride. 

Here’s the link to the Oktoberfest event for tickets: 
http://www.southernstarbrewing.com/oktoberfest2012.asp 

(Continued on page 3) 
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�� his space will not intentionally be left blank. [Unless I say so.—MOP] 
First off, I’d like to thank Jon and Mary Thorn for hosting last month’s meeting.  It 
was a heck of a good time.  Commissar Brewski Jon did an excellent job procuring a 

fantastic selection of Bock beers, and General Secretary Robert Chan roasted some killer chick-
ens!  Of course, I’d be remiss to not mention the Sprouts de Bruxelles.  The KOM was also 
supplied by Robert -- a really fine tasting Doppelbock.  Those of you who attended also left 
with one heck of a parting gift... mmm. 
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However, this is not the time to get too busy -- the weather is cooling off so stop making excus-
es and take advantage!  Don’t just take advantage of the cool air and lack of humidity, but also 
the ground water should start cooling off -- meaning faster post-boil crashing!  Crashing a brew 
after the boil is an integral part for making good beer.  Ideally, you want to get the temperature 
below 140F as quickly as possible.  DMS forms in the 150F - 160F range (which should be 
limited if you performed a rolling, open boil allowing precursors to evaporate), and the magical 
140F crash will help precipitate out polyphenols and proteins, making for a cleaner tasting, 
clearer beer. 

This month is the Dixie Cup, hosted by the Foam Rangers.  It’s an excellent opportunity to 
judge some beers and learn more about both judging as well as improving your own homebrew.  
They have quite a number of sessions, so I recommend making it out when you can.  Aside 
from judging, the main events start Friday evening with the potluck dinner and Fred Tasting, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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rest of the breweries. It was good to mosey around and talk to 
the brewers. Most had something special on tap. A few of the 
favorites included Karbach’s Cherry Bourbon Barrel Aged 
Imperial Porter, Real Ale’s Scots Gone Wild, more SA DR12 
and Fort Bend’s Texas Lightning. 

Continued article writing motivation brought to you by 
Chris Landis’s Lemon Kolsch. Very nice – thanks! 

The BrewHaHa Grand Tasting started Saturday afternoon 
and was a much larger event - lots and lots of good beer with a 
lot of people and some food as well. This was kind of like a 
mini GABF.  I didn’t get to try as many as I would have liked 
due to a pouring opportunity but I didn’t miss out on any beer 
drinking.  Another event, BrewHaHa VIP Premium Lounge 
started an hour earlier which I took time to roam through be-
fore they kicked me out. I did not recognize many of the beers 
being poured but the ones I did were excellent beers such as 
Brooklyn Brewing’s Black Ops, a very tasty Imperial Russian 
Stout. Obviously beer we can’t get in Houston. Another tast-
ing table had been set up in the entrance of the VIP area. They 

didn’t ask me to leave so I tasted everything 
they would pour. Again, many beers we do not 
see in Houston. After tasting all that was open, 
I went to the main hall, found Mary and slid 
back to find a whole tub of different beer to 
taste. Righteous!  Needless to say we had a lot 
of fun. I hope we can do it again next year. 
Other events that I didn’t hit were the Friday 
Night Pub Crawl, Brews Stars and Gars (cigar 
and beer pairing) and Brews Boots and BBQ. 
Plenty of fun to keep anybody busy. 

It is getting late and my glass is almost 
dry. It is time to dig around the fridge and find 
something else – HA!  Good luck to everyone 
who entered the Dixie Cup. I hope to see you 
there. 

�� ell it is finally here! No not the Dixie Cup, not 
football. After anticipating and talking about it for 
two months it was everything I expected. Yes the 

cool weather finally made it.   It is exhilarating and motivat-
ing. So much so I have been working around the house instead 
of brewing. I hope everyone else has had a chance to brew. 
Thanks to everyone that made it out to the September meeting. 
Robert and Sofia had a feast and a Dopplebock KOM for us, 
so thanks for the good eats and drink! Thanks to Herb for cov-
ering for that crazy short timing Ruble Collector.  If you left 
early you missed the “really good beer” and the oversized 2x4 
Jenga competition. Only a few glasses lost their lives during 
the event. 

Inspiration for this article brought to you by Westlevren 6 
and La Aroma De Cuba. 

 Not sure if anyone made it out to the “International” 
Brewmasters Craft Beer Festival in Galveston the first week-
end in September. This is a pretty good event if you haven’t 
had a chance to go. It is a bit expensive but there are a number 
of different events to participate in. A beer and food pairing 
took place on Friday evening. The beer selection was good but 
nothing overly special except a cask of Saint Arnold  DR 12 –
yummy, I was a frequent patron.  The food on the other hand 
was pretty awesome. Many food vendors had their fixings out 
for sampling. A lot of food and beer with plenty of cool peo-
ple to socialize with made a nice evening. Another good thing 
about the event it was small and it offered a chance to talk to 
the vendors and not trip over everyone or feel rushed.   

There was a short event early Saturday, Texas Brewery 
Tasting Tour. This was a very small event in comparison to 
Friday but the beer got a little more interesting. Breweries par-
ticipating included Cedar Creek, Fort Bend, Karbach, No-
Label, Rahr and Sons, Southern Star, Real Ale and Saint Ar-
nold.  Fort Bend is a new startup and at the time were just 
starting to receive their brewing equipment but had two beers 
brewed on the test system. Expect to see good beer on the way 
if they brew as well on the commercial system. You know the 

Serving homebrewers since 1971! 

For all of your homebrewing needs 
 

KGB members receive a 5% discount 
on all purchases! 

8715 Stella Link 
Houston, TX 

(713) 668-9440 
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�� he CB had an awesome place for hosting the Sept 
meeting. If you missed it, well, hope he’ll host for 
next year. With several hop plants eagerly growing 

in his backyard, it’s like a nanobrewery in the making….. 
maybe. 

Anyway, it was my KOM that almost drained out that 
night and feedback was pretty good. It was my year old dou-
ble bock, medium body, strong malty, bready, molasses and a 
touch of medicinal from the complex special grains that I 
used. No matter how you put it, it was a good pairing with my 
“complex” spiced jasmine rice stuffed chicken.  Some chick-
ens were a little overdone but it came out good because of its 
crispy texture. In addition, Sofia made the wonderful gratin 
Brussels sprouts that did not last long after they came out 
from the oven. All this could not have happen without Jon 
and Mary’s hospitality and wonderful home. 

Next on the event list is the Dixie Cup organized by the 
Foam Rangers. Here’s your chance to learn about judging 
even if you are not certified. See their website for judging 
dates, and the final event will be held on 19 – 21 Oct, 2012. 
Please do come and join in the fun because if you have not 
tried it….. you should. Also, if you have submitted some of 
your homebrew to be judged, it’s a good thing to be at the 
prize-giving day. Another hint of a very special event is the 
Rare Beer tasting and food pairing. If you need to know more 
….. come see me at the next meeting. 

�� ith the onslaught of fall we once again will have a 
very busy beer month. So many beer events to 
attend, so little time. For me this is my tentative 

schedule. Friday night, October 5th I’ll be volunteering for the 
Saint Arnold Oktoberfest Party. Saturday, October 6th, many 
of us are headed to Karbach Brewery for their Oktoberfest 
Party.  Sunday, October 7, Dixie Cup judging at Saint Ar-
nold’s.  Tuesday, October 9, Dixie Cup judging at Saint Ar-
nold’s.  October 11-13 the GABF in Denver. Sunday, October 
14, Dixie Cup judging at Saint Arnold’s.  October 19-20, the 
Dixie Cup. Saturday, October 20 Southern Star Oktoberfest. 
October 24-25 Austin beer trip and finally Saturday October 
27 volunteer at saint Arnold’s. 

As you can see there is plenty of beer related events to 
attend. Hope to see you at a few of these. 

MOW Don 
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Oh! did I mention Oktoberfest in October? Oh well, so 
many Oktoberfestttttssss going on around town right now. So, 
please do check out St. Arnold, Karbach, No Label, Southern 
Star and City Acres Brewing companies. If you can’t hit them 
all, please try at least one of these and introduce yourselves to 
the officers if you see us, especially you newbies.  

So, here comes cooler weather and it’s time to brew great 
beers,.. at least for comrades like myself. My last year’s stock 
is running low and replenishing it is in order. So, for those of 
you who would like to join in the fun for a partial grain or an 
all grain brewing, let me know and I can get you fixed up. 
Okay, I am really running low on my Dogfish 120, and it’s 
time to slap some type of meat on the hot coals. Till next 
time, keep drinking your favorite craft beer or homebrew…. 
Or not! 

So, the next KGB meeting will be held at our Grand 
Poobah’s house (AKA Don Sajda). And be forewarned the 
election for 2013 officers will be held. And as in the past if 
you don’t show up YOU MAY BE VOTED INTO OFFICE! 
You have been warned Comrade 

Comrades- it is late. My glass is empty and time for bed.  
Ruble Collector until January 1, Phil 
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events on Saturday, and final awards ceremony Saturday 
evening.  For more information check out their website: 
http://dixiecup.crunchyfrog.net/events 

So no October meeting means the next meeting is No-
vember 10th at MOW Don Sajda’s house.  This annual Smör-
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gåsbeerd consists of any number of secret stashes of strong 
beers and other epicness on tap.  So many strong beers is 
good for numbing the pain of being elected Czar for a second 
term. It’s actually really an awesome job, so if you want your 
name as a write-in on the ballot, please please  please show 
up and convince everyone to write your name in.  Did I say 
“please” enough?  PLEASE!!!! 

Just thinking about it hurts... damn, I need a beer. 
See you in November! 
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Single one year KGB Membership $20 � Family $35 
Single two year KGB Membership $35 � Family $60 

 
 
Payable in cash or personal check (made payable to KGB). Give completed form to a club officer along with your dues. Paid member-
ship entitles you to full club benefits, including a monthly newsletter, discounts on equipment and supplies at the local homebrew 
shops, as well as other local establishments, and much more. 
 

  Single one year ($20)  Family one year ($35)  Renewal 
 
  Single two years ($35)  Family two years ($60)  Update my Information 
 
Name    Significant Other:   
 
Address:      
 
City:    State: Zip Code:  
 
Home Phone:   Alt. Phone:   
 
E-mail:    Birth Month:   
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Fine Print 
 
Club Officers: 
 Czar Andrew Elliott 
 General Secretary Robert Chan 
 Ruble Collector Phillip Kaufman 
 Commissar Brewski Jonathan Thorn 
 Minister of Propaganda Mark Rogerson 
 Minister of War Donald Sajda 
 
 
Contributors: 
Andrew Elliott, Phillip Kaufman, Robert Chan, Jonathan Thorn, 
Donald Sajda 

The Kuykendahl Gran Brewers (KGB) Newsletter is a monthly 
publication of the Kuykendahl Gran Brewers Homebrew Club. 
The subscription rate is $20.00 / yr. or $35.00 / 2 yrs., which 
includes full club membership for one person.  The family 
subscription rate is $35 / yr. or $60 / 2 yrs. 
 
Correspondence and inquiries can be sent to the KGB via email 
to the Czar at Czar@TheKGB.org, or the newsletter editor at 
MinisterOfPropaganda@TheKGB.org. 
 
Disclaimer: Articles appearing in this Newsletter are the writings 
of the editor and/or KGB members, unless accompanied by a by
-line or accredited to another source. The articles are presented 
for general informational purposes, and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the KGB Homebrew Club, its officers, or 
members. 

http://www.TheKGB.org 
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