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Big Batch
Brew Bash

Sunday,
June 5, 1:30 PM
Saint Arnold’s
2522 Fairway Park
Dr.
See map at
www.thekgb.org
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hat a SteakOut
meeting. Pam
Wall provided a
wonderful setting
for the meeting and was a
great host for the party, I
mean meeting. Thanks a lot
Pam. A big thank you to
Simon “SwampAss” Spiller for
bringing his 20 ton grill (at
least that’s what it felt like
unloading it) and grilling all
the steaks and whatever for
the masses. Sorry Simon had
previous commitments and
had to leave early but most of
all I’m sorry he wasn’t able to
help out with that keg of Optimator, I know it was a SwampAss kind of beer. Speaking
of the Optimator I want to give
one more thank you to Britt
McFarland who provided the
keg to the KGB. Britt is a new
KGB member and works for C.
R. Goodman Distributors. If
you have any questions about
what good beers are available
in the Houston area, talk to
Britt, he’s got the answers.
Between the Optimator and
another outstanding lineup of
BOM beers lined up by Commissar Brewski Jonathan I
hope nobody went away wanting more beer. Oh I forgot
about the keg of Imperial
Oatmeal Stout in the back of
Comrade Chris M’s. truck
which seemed to have a small
crowd standing around sampling most of the evening. I
hope a good time was had by
all.
Congratulations to Ed Howell
and Joe Neal for capturing 1st
place in the 2005 KGB Brew
Challenge. From what I heard
from the judges they won
hands down. As hard as it is
to do I also want to congratulate Tasha for taking 2nd place

in the competition. For those
who don’t know Tasha is Has
Been Czar Don and Roberta’s
dog. The reason it is so hard
to congratulate her is that this
is the second year in a row
that I have been pushed to 3rd
place by a dog. I am not bitter
however I have been trying to
line up a time that I can brew
with Tasha to pick up some of
her brewing tricks.
Our next competition is going
to be the “Double Agent”
where an experienced and
novice brewer will together
brew the style chosen by last
years winners. Brian Ellis was
the experienced brewer on
last years winning team and
he has decided this year the
style will be an ALT Beer. The
beers will be judged at the
September meeting. I will
email everyone with details
and post it on the forum in
the near future.
This has been another pretty
full month of KGB gatherings.
To start with every Tuesday
for the past six or 8 weeks we
have had a nice little gathering of KGB Comrades at BJ’s
North for the Belgian Glass
night. As I write this it will be
my first Tuesday in a long
time I don’t have plans to
make it to BJ’s. I think Czarina
Merry is fairly happy about
this, she was starting to not
see the humor in me coming
home with a handful of new
Belgian glasses every week.
BTW this function was sponsored by Comrade Britt
McFarland of C. R. Goodman
who gave away a lot of Belgian mirrors, lights and other
items to some of the participants of the Belgian Glass
Night. Hopefully BJ’s will get
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something going to replace
Belgian Glass night. Also this
month, we had 1st round judging for the AHA 2005 Home
Brew Competition. I am proud
to say that my Ginger beer
advanced to the 2nd round
which will be held at the National Homebrewers Conference in Baltimore on June
16th and 17th. There are over
4100 entries in the competition this year so getting a
medal there would really
make me proud. Then there
was “First Sunday” this one
was at Two Rows. For those
who made it there we were
welcomed to a pleasant surprise, $1 Two Row pints. Hard
to beat a deal like that one.
The other big function for the
month was National Home
(Continued on page 2)
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Brew Day. If I remember correctly there were 14 rigs set
up and there was 110 gallons
of beer brewed. Rob Whalstrom and his soon to be wife
Jennifer were there brewing a
mystery beer with a ton of
hops, looking forward to trying
that one. RC Tim White and
myself assisted by Czarina
Merry brewed a fine Kolsch.
We did have several KGB
Comrades come by and make
sure we didn’t go thirsty while
we were brewing and offered
a ton of moral support. I tell

you using that St. Arnold yeast
is a good thing. Brewed on
May 7th, starting gravity of
1.056. Racked to secondary
on May 12th, gravity was down
to 1.012. Kegged on May
23rd, FG 1.009. Pretty tasty,
I’ll bring some to the Big
Batch Brew Bash if there is
any left.
No June meeting but I do
hope to see you all at St. Arnold Brewery on June 5th for
the 10th Annual Big Batch
Brew Bash. We are expecting
a lot of entries in this Porter
competition and we will need

all the judges and stewards as
we can get. Please show up
early and be ready to start
judging at 10:00 am sharp. If
you can’t make it to judge, the
fun and festivities (Beer) will
start at 1:30. Bring your
friends and neighbors that
have an interest in good beer
and or home brewing, they will
have a blast.
On a final note I would like to
congratulate Minister of War
Scott Teeter and his wife
Sandi on their recent marriage
(on National Home Brew Day
no less). Please join me in

wishing them much happiness
for many years to come.
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JOIN THE PARTY!


Single one year membership $20 Family $35
Single two year membership $35 Family $60
Payable in cash or personal check (made payable to KGB).
KGB Give completed form to a club officer
along with your dues, or mail to The KGB Homebrew Club, c/o The Brew Stop, 16460 Kuykendahl
Suite 140, Houston, TX 77068 (DO
DO NOT SEND CASH).
CASH) Paid membership entitles you to full club
benefits, including a monthly newsletter, 5% discount on equipment and 10% discount on supplies
at the Brew Stop,
Stop discounts at other local establishments and much more.
_____Single one year ($20) _____Family one year ($35) _____Renewal
_____Single two years ($35 _____ Family two years ($60) _____Update my Information
Name:________________________________Significant Other:____________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________State:_______Zip Code:______________
Home Phone:___________________________ Alt. Phone:________________________
E-mail:_________________ _______________

Birth Month: ___

_______

Email address:___________________________________________________________
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n the eve of the
Memorial Day
weekend, I am
reminded of the
sacrifices made by brave
soldiers on battlefields
around the world and I am
thankful. My thoughts and
prayers as well as my
heartfelt gratitude are with
the soldiers who have served
our country as well as those
who are currently in the
service. God bless America.

Chairman of the Big Batch
Brew Batch (BBBB), Has-Been
Czar (HBC) Don Sajda, met at
his house last month to
insure that all details are
addressed so that this event
will surpass all expectations.
As you all know, raffle ticket
sales at the BBBB provide a
big financial boost to the club
and sales are increased by
attendance at the event. SO,
BRING A FRIEND AND BUY
LOTS OF TICKETS!!

have food for those
participating in the
judging and stewarding of
the competition as well
as available to the
general public attending
the award ceremony and
raffle. Comrade Alex
Terronez has volunteered
to perform the cooking
and serving but help is
always welcome. Contact
the Czar if you’re
5& 7LP VXSHUYLVHV &RPUDGH &KULV 5LFK DW
1DWLRQDO +RPHEUHZ 'D\  ´<RX PLVVHG D
interested in helping.
VSRWµ

TABC (Texas Alcoholic
FOOD for the BBBB… we will
TICKETS ARE GOING… for
Beverage
Belgian Blow-Out III (BBO III).
Commission)
See, e-mail, call or Forum post
Seller/Server
me if you want to get a ticket to
Certification for
this special, limited entry club
serving beer is
function scheduled for
available on the
September 3, 2005. The cost
internet for $25.
for attending is $25 for
It’s a four hour
members in good standing,
course that you can
$30 for guests. See the
take while multiwebsite www.thekgb.org for
tasking surfing the
more details.
internet, so it’s not
a total waste of
A closing reminder… as a
time. There are
Comrade
in good standing of
some good things
the KGB, you are entitled to
that you’ll learn in
brew a “free” batch of beer at
the process;
the Brew Stop on a monthly
however, there
basis (talk with Ken for details
+DV%HHQ&]DU'RQ6DMGDGHPRQVWUDWHVKLVSXFN
wasn’t any
HULQJSURZHVVDWDOHQWWKDWKDVVHUYHGKLPZHOO
instruction as to
how to pour beer
into a glass… I think everyone
reading this already has
experience in that anyway.
Why is this important you
ask? Because the Czar wants
to see more Comrades
pouring beer at the weekly St.
Arnold Brewing tour wearing
the KGB colors!! Therefore,
for Comrades who take the
TABC training and agree to
wear the KGB colors while
pouring at the Saturday tour,
a $5 rebate will be given!! So,
who will be the first Comrade
to take advantage of this
offer?? Oh, and as a
volunteer at St. Arnold
Brewing, you will be in the
inner circle of St. Arnold’s
16460 Kuykendahl
volunteer events…
KGB Officers and the

Houston, TX 77068
(281) 397-9411

www.brewstop.com and
remember to bring propane).
You also get cash discounts
at BJ’s Brewhouse, Flying
Saucer and several other
places. On the financial front,
we have a positive balance in
the coffers as well as an
incredible supply of shirts,
glasses (pint and really cool 3
ounce Obreal sampling) and
pottery mugs. Check out the
website www.thekgb.org for
prices and pictures!
Hail the Czar!! Ruble
Collector Tim

)HDWXULQJ
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Greetings Comrades!
I must say that we have a
truly dynamic club! It is
constantly changing, and
every meeting it seems like
something is just a little
different. Pam Wall hosted
one of my most memorable
KGB meetings yet. Let me
reminisce for a moment for
those who couldn’t attend
(Cue the dreamy harp music)
… It all started when Britt
McFarland (from C.R.
Goodman distributors – See

the list page 6, and buy their
beers!) brought a keg of
Spaten Optimator for all to
enjoy along side of my own
delicately hopped-up MaiBock
that had been sitting in my
lagering fridge for five months
(driving me crazy). To top it
off, that “zany” Czar Hop-Ed
brought a Brown Ale with the
“Hop-Monster” attached to it.
All this to go with a steak (I
brought a Ribeye) grilled to
perfection by HBGS Simon!
After the judging was
complete from the KGB Brew

&%-RQDWKDQ*RXG\VKRZLQJWKDWKHNQRZKLVEHHUDVKH
MXGJHVIRUWKH1DWLRQDO+RPHEUHZ&RPSHWLWLRQ

Ad Rates
Ad Size

No. 0f Issues

Rate

¼ page

1 issue

$ 15

¼ page

3 issues

$ 40

¼ page

12 issues

$ 120

½ page

1 issue

$ 25

½ page

3 issues

$ 65

½ page

12 issues

$ 190

Please contact the editor to place an ad, or for more information.
Ad fees must be pre-paid. All ads include a complimentary
newsletter during the subscription period. We reserve the right of
refusal on all materials.

Challenge, I was called to duty
to serve the BOM. This is the
part that was different than
any other BOM in the past, in
that the discussion on
Melanoidins was much more
low-key. Everybody was able
to spread out a little, and still
get served the BOM beers
without having to crowd the
table. This would have been
impossible for me to
accomplish by myself. So I
send a huge “Thank You” to
MOW Scott, Chris Mittel, The
Czar, MOT Jamie, and others
who made it all work this last
month to pull off that massive
BOM in style! I liked this
quieter and more open BOM
better, so as long as I can get
a bit of help serving, I would
like to continue doing it this
way in the future.
So now that we know what
was, let’s move on to what will
be…The B ig B atch B rew B ash!
I imagine after you have
gotten to this point in the
newsletter, you have already
heard from my fellow officers
about how fun it is to go to
and all that…so I won’t push
this anymore. What I would
like to talk about is the
judging part of it. This is
probably the best place to go
to find out what it is like to
judge. I say this because you

only have to sample one style
of beer in two subcategories.
This will let you concentrate
more on your palate than
reading a bunch of guidelines.
You can familiarize yourself
with the style, and just…taste.
This is the fun part!...you
know…tasting beer? You just
look, smell, and taste…and
just write what you notice.
Easy! I hope that you give it a
shot.
This is going to be an easy
month for your Brewski, since
I don’t have a BOM to host. I
am planning on spending
time with the family, as well
as getting back to the all
important task of brewing
beer. My fermentation fridge
is still busy at the moment,
but I am planning on brewing
two batches before the end of
June. I could be persuaded to
brew outside of my little
“Skeeter Hawk” brewery, so if
you want to initiate a brew-in
somewhere, drop me a line at
CommissarBrewski@TheKGB.
org so we can work something
out if you want to brew
together. Watch the Brewski
Cellars for up-and-coming
brew-ins.
CB Jonathan

Serving homebrewers for umpteen years!

8715 Stella Link
Houston, TX
(713) 523-8154

For all of your homebrewing needs
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ational Homebrew
Day was May 7th.
While I was busy
getting married, I
am sure several of you were
brewing some excellent
beers. National Homebrew
Day is always a great learning opportunity for all. A
special thanks to St. Arnold’s for hosting a brew-in,
and to everyone who took
time to share their knowledge with a newbie.

judged during the May SteakOut meeting at Pam Wall’s
house. Thanks to all who participated (judged or entered) in
this KGB tradition.

details. There are still plenty
of volunteer opportunities!
Judging will begin at 10:00
am sharp. The event will be
open to the public (beer and
food will be available) at
1:30 pm. Awards and raffle
will be held at 3:00 pm. I
look forward to another
strong showing by the KGB
and another excellent keg
of Saint Arnold’s beer when
we bring home the heavy
hitters award.

Congratulations are in order for the 2005 winners of
the KGB Brew Kit Challenge. The style for the
competition was Robust
Porter.

Although not on the radar
of regional competitions, an
interesting national competition is the 27th Annual
&RPUDGH$OH[7HUURQH]DVNVKLVZLIH
National Homebrew Com&RPUDGH7UDF\WRGHPRQVWUDWHKHUSXFN petition hosted by the
HULQJWHFKQLTXH«ZRUGKDVLWWKDW&RP
American Homebrewers
1st Place Ed Howell & UDGH$OH[LVXSIRUDELJSURPRWLRQ
Association. The event will
Joe Neal
be held June 16-18, at the
AHA National Homebrewers
2nd Place Tasha Sajda The 10th annual Big Batch
Brew Bash is upon us. The
Conference in Baltimore,
3rd Place Czar Ed
event will be held at Saint ArMD. The entry deadline has
(beaten out by a dog two
nold’s (2522 Fairway Park
already past, but you can
years running)
Drive) on Sunday June 5th. The
check out the
I hope that the quality of the
styles for the competition are
www.beertown.org website
for more event details. If you
Brown and Robust Porter. The
entries submitted is an indiare in the neighborhood
tradition of not charging an
cation of the strong showing
that the KGB will have at the entry fee will be upheld. Check
there are some excellent
10th annual Big Batch Brew
speakers and events
out the website
(www.thekgb.org) for more
Bash. The beers were
planned.
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pub, restaurant, grocery, or liquor store.

Amber Ale
Kristall Weizen
Brown Ale
Come tour the brewery!
Saturdays at 1:00 PM
2522 Fairway Park Dr.

(713) 686-9494

National
American
Beer
month is
July; however there
are just
too many
good
beers to
only dedicate one
month to
the cause
so it is
actually
six weeks!
They recommend
the following tasting
schedule,
but feel

free to go crazy and “mix
‘em up”: Wheat (June 1925), Pilsner (June 26-July
2), Pale Ale (July 3- July 9),
Brown Ale (July 10- July 16),
American Amber (July 17July 23), IPA (July 24- July
31).
The Bay Area Mashtronauts
will host the Lunar Rendezbrew XII on July 24 at the
Seabrook Community Center. Entries are due July 9th
at Defalco’s, The Brew Stop,
Brew It Yourself, and Molly’s
Clearlake. Entries will be $5
per entry for online entries
and $6 for paper entries.
Judges are needed on Saturday, July 16th, at the Outpost Tavern and Saturday,
July 23rd at the Bay View
Duck. More information is
available at their website
www.mashtronauts.com.
Also on the horizon is the
Cactus Challenge. The Aleian Society of Lubbock has
scheduled this annual event
for September 16-17th. More
details to follow.
If you have a few extra days
vacation you might want to
reserve them for the Great
American Beer Festival. It is
going to be in Denver Colorado September 29- October
1. There will be over 1,400
beers available to sample
from over 395 breweries.
Tickets for this event sell out
in a matter of hours! Over
28,000 people attended last
year. www.beertown.org
has more information.


Finally, the Dixie Cup is fast
approaching. There are only
four months remaining to get
your world-class beers
ready. Let’s represent the
KGB well at this prestigious
event.
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Domestic Specialty Beer & Ale

•Abita (Louisiana)
•Allagash (Maine)
•Anchor (California)
•Avery (Colorado)
•Bredkenridge (Colorado)
•Dixie Brewing (Louisiana)
•Dogfish Brewery (Delaware)
•Lagunitas Brewing
(California)

•North Coast Brewing

(California)
•Portland Brewing (Oregon)
Import Beer & Ales
•Augustinerbrau (Germany)
•Ayinger (Germany)
•Belhaven (Scotland)
•Black Sheep Brewary
(England)

•Cervercia Centro Americana
(Guatemala)

•Chimay (Belgium)
•Corsendonk (Belgium)
•Cusquena (Peru)
•De Koninck (Belgium)
•Dinkeacker (Germany)
•Duvel (Belgium)
•Export “33” (Vietnam)
•Fischer (France)
•Green King (England)
•Hacker Pschorr (Germany)
•Lindemans (Belgium)
•Maredsous (Belgium)
•Belborn Bros. (England)
•Murphy’s (Ireland)
•Old Speckled Hen (England)
•Pilsner (El Salvador)
•Samuel Smith (England)

•Spaten (Germany)
•Spaten Franziskaner
(Germany)

•Tuborg (Denmark)
•Urthel (Belgium)
•Weihenstephan (Germany)
•Wurzburger (Germany)
•Wychwood Brewery
(England)

•Xingu (Brazil)
•Youngs (England)
Ciders
•Ace Cider (California)
•Taunton Blackthorn
(England)
**For a list of the specific
beers from one or all of the
breweries, please see Comrade Britt McFarland or MOT
Jamie Knapick

0LQLVWUHVVRI7DEORLG-DPLH
.QDSLFNPRGHOVZLWKKHUFRPSOL
PHQWDU\0DUHGVRXVJODVVSULRUWR
GDVKLQJRIIWRRIILFLDWHWKH+RXV
WRQ5RFNHW·VUXQIRUEDVNHWEDOO
VWDUGRP

Visit the .*% website at:
www.thekgb.org
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Fine Print
Club Officers:
Czar
General Secretary
Ruble Collector
Commissar Brewski
Minister of Propaganda
Minister of War
Ministress of Tabloid
Newsletter Staff:

Ed Condon
Now Accepting Nominations
Tim White
Jonathan Goudy
Andy Dyer
Scott Teeter
Jamie Knapick
Jamie Knapick

Contributors:
Ed Condon, Scott Teeter, Tim White, Jonathan Goudy, John
Donaldson
The Kuykendahl Gran Brewers (KGB) Newsletter is a
monthly publication of the Kuykendahl Gran Brewers
Homebrew Club. The subscription rate is $20.00 / yr. or
$35.00 / 2 yrs., which includes full club membership.
Correspondence and inquiries can be sent to the KGB, c/o
The Brew Stop, 16460 Kuykendahl Ste. 140, Houston, TX
77068. Telephone inquiries should be made to The Brew
Stop at 281.397.9411, the Czar at 281.259.9528 (H) , or the
editor at 281.744.3438.
Disclaimer: Articles appearing in this Newsletter are the
writings of the editor and/or KGB members, unless
accompanied by a by-line or accredited to another source.
The articles are presented for general informational
purposes, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
KGB Homebrew Club, its officers, or members.

